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«ifa way that shall attach, while it redress- 
es^ and bind a blended empire in the 
bond of equal interest and reciprocal af- 
fection. 

>' We are asking forao restorative; the 
legislature ha3 none to give. We ask on- 
ly for what u perfectly in its power to 
bestow; that deobstruent which may en- 
able the human creature, even by a slow 
convalescence, to ixert the powers of his 
nature, and give effect by the progres- 
sion of his happiness and virtue, to the 
beneficence of that Being who could not 
have permanently designed him for the 
sufferings or the vices of a slave. 

" In yoar anxiety for the honour of the 
bar, I cannot but see an auspicious omen 
ef your near approach to the possession of 
such a treasure that deserves so high a 
protection. Short is the time that has 
passed, since you could not h tve adverted 
to that subject without a mixture of 
shame and anguish ; but you now can 
resort to persons of your own religious 
persuasion for those great talents for 
whose purity you are so justly solicitous. 

•* You are certainly right in thinking 
the independence of the bar the only un- 
fafliifg safe/guard of justice, and of that lib- 
erty without which justice is but a name. 

** \\ is the equal protection of the peo- 
ple against the state, and of the state a- 
gainst the" people. If Erskine had lived in 



the dark times of thejecond James, it might 
have saved his eouutry from the pain of 
reaoing the events of those days, when 
the court could procure a bench, but the 
subject could not find a bar. 

"It is witlj an emotion difficult to de- 
scribe, that C see how easily our hearts are 
betrayed into an exaggerated estimation 
of those we are disposed to love. You 
are pleased to bespeak the continuance of 
my poor efforts in the cause of Ireland, 
I cannot without regret reflect how fee- 
ble they would be; but I am fully con- 
soled in the idea that they would be as un- 
necessary as inefficient. It is still no 
more than justice>to myself to say, that if 
any opportunity should occur, and God 
be pleased to let it be accompanied by 
health, my most ardent affections would 
soon find the channel in which they had 
flowed so long, 

" A devoted attachment to our country 
can never expire but with my last breath. 
It. is a sentiment that has been the com- 
panion of my life ; and though it may 
have sometimes led to what you kindly 
call sacrifices, it ha* alsq given me the most 
invaluable consolation ; and even when 
the scene shall come to a close, I trust that 
sentiment shall be the last to leave nje ; 
and that I shall 'derive some enjoyment 
in the reflection that I have been a zeal- 
ous, though an unprofitable servant." 



CORRESPONDENCE ON SUBXECT8 CONNECTED WITH THI? RETROSPECT 

OF POLITICS. 



y» ik. Frtftuturt «/ lit Belfast Jfagufrt. 

■xrOXS*. antagonist, Crito, still continues 
jf Jo fitf t^tf co!ftmtts of the Belfast News 
jLctter, jfow'tne* avowed organ and tool of 
tBe OraWg*facti6n;*with his flimsy abuse. 
His last, paper shewed miserably his want 
ol ingenuity in keeping up even the ap- 
pearance of ah argument. His indolence 
piofeiza tnttdote to the venom he seeks 
toinstfV L\$i .* the mob of gentlemen 
who jvrite af east," he wilt not condescend 
tb keep to tne poi'nt on which he first com- 
menced his attack. He probably does^iot 
possess much prudence, but he shews his 
cunniiig-'in abandoning untenable ground. 
The fim matter tit* trought forwardy-he 
now passes over ; the censure on the pro- 



cession of Orange lodges at the.'burial of 
Quail, which had so reasonable a tenden- 
cy to irritate the public mind, and which 
caused the disinterment ; if. the act were 
really done by any of the opposite party, 
and if it were not perpetrated by the 
Qrangemen: themselves, to afford to them 
a pretext for accusing their opponents. 
Qn the grounds of the procession being a 
just cause of the first offence, you need 
not fear .a discussion. You have reason 
and justice on your side. You never de- 
fended, tbe act of raising the . dead body, 
but you, with great propriety proclaim- 
ed the. provocation given by a, disgraceful 
and irritating procession. But disinter- 
ring of dead bodies is not such a novelty 
in Belfast, -as may ;bs; perceived by a refer- 
ence to the late proceedings respecting the 
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•Id church-yard. When private gain was 
the object, " wolves" in abundance were 
ready to raise dead bodies. Perhaps no 
man is better qualified than Crito, to give 
a true history of the secret motives which 
led to this meditated outrage, and greedy 
attempt to appropriate a public cemetery 
to private emolmment, by erecting a row 
of houses on the spot. 

The Editor of the News-Letter does 
not 'rank high for consistency. I send 
you his remarks on the Orange system, 
published in his paper of July 13th, the 
day after the outrage at Belfast, before he 
knew the sentiments of his new masters 
on the subject, and before he had per- 
fected his indenture of slavery to do all 
their dirty jobs, as has been clearly point- 
ed out by your correspondent, " An Irish- 
man," in your last number. 

Let him speak for himself. 

«« It is much to he regretted that any 
circumstances should have been permitted 
to- take place yesterday, that had a ten- 
dency to excite the r.evival of party spirit. 
A few days only have elapsed since the 
subject of -Orange Societies drew the at- 
tention of jOsk Legislature. The topic 
wjh discussed in the most deliberate and 
dispassionate manay. The illegality of 
sBth association* was declared and ad- 
mitted by the most distinguished charac- 
ters, in the British Setvate. Mr. Wynne, 
who introduced the subject, exhibited 
the unconstitutional nature of all such 
societies, and declared that he could not 
imagine any association that was more 
pregnant with alarm. Mr. Canning and 
Letd Oastlereagh expressed their opin- 
ions in the most explicit terms that they 
were illegal, and ought to be suppressed. 
In fact the House was almost unanimous 
in reprobating them. After such a re- 
cent expression of the sentiments of the 
Senate df the nation, we certainly did 
expect that more deference would have 
been paid to it by those Societies, and 
that they would not have thus so soon 
manifested their opposition to the de- 
clared opinion of Parliament, by this 
public parade. When the intelligence 
reaches London, how will the subject 
b* taken up, and what severe animad- 
versions will it give rise to against this 
low», which has so l«»g been the theme 
of etfloginm, alike distinguished by its 
internal peace, -its opulence and its in- 
desery. All these high and honourable 
qualities are thus thrown into th» *had- 

■■LtA»T Mate. HO. Ml*. 



ty-an iJU farade, having rekindled those 
animosities and heart-burnings which 
should have beeq for ever sunk into o« 
blivion." 

This language coupled with hu «uh- 
sequeut conduct, affords such flagrant 
proofs of mean disingenuous trimming, 
33 exposes a man rti just censure, and 
places him indeed in an awkward .iff- 
cation. Let him however be eatifoled. 
The grand jury of the county o( Armagh 
know his worth, and obligingly consign 
to him solely in Belfast, the honour and, 
profit of publishing their resolutions. 

SeotNtsi* 



T* iht Proprietors of the Bclfojt ££a£,itir.*. 



GSNTLEMEN, 

This adversary of yours, this Crito, 
notwithstanding the severe castigation he 
has received from your correspondents in. 
the last .Magazine, with all the rancour 
of. a Zpiius, but without his ahrSfity, 
has returned to the charge, to have, a* 
it were, the last word, and indeed it ii 
but merely a last word, for all it caattins 
amounts to /nothing but to shew thaj 
like Goldsmith's village school-master, 
" E'en tho' vanquished be wijl argue still," 

It is not however in this point alone thai 
be discovers the character of thf pedant, 
as the scraps of Latin with which his 
puny productions are interlarded, , give 
him fair pretensions to the character « 
Lingo in all his pedantic glory, having 
throughout this controversy got himself 
head and shoulders into his hie h«c hoc 
He says jt would be " vain to follow 
your correspondents through the various 
terms of abuse woicji they have shoversjst 
forth against him anfl his labourite e<£V 
tor." It appears he considers it at VAi'a 
to follow them through the variom «K- 
gumeius they have adduced to shew pat 
he is a false critic, and a dull writer .who 
dealsin little eisethan " vituperative phr«>-* 
es," and that his favourite editor is-^weh 
venal and mercenary, refuting to publish 
any thing in his most stupid of all stupid 
papers which might- offend his employer* 
the Orangemen, or from which he might 
net derive profit. He says he was for- 
merly " only entitled to an ovation, but 
now be may joatly ; cUitn a witftuph.'' 
A- triumph* £eatlcntefe I a Kiutoph 
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for what ? It it for »o. signal a de- 
feat he deserves a triumph ? Does Crito 
advise his friend to imitate Nero, who 
demanded : triumph for the chariot race, 
although he fell from the box ? Tho*e 
two heroes may bespatter one another with 
praise, i!.c-y may bedels, each other's 
btows with wreaths of bays, but few, 
if any of their readers will say they de- 
«eive any 'thing but hemlock. 

Criwi however modestly acknowledges 
that his style is defective ; so far he writes 
in a " subdued tone," and your corres- 
pondents have act lost their labour. He 
says, " he cannot manufacture such fus- 
tian" as A.A.P. has done ; this we will 
admit in its full force, for even the fus- 
tian he has manufactured and vended, is 
that of the most inferior quality, mere 
pillow fustian, gentlemen, manufactured 
from waste, and dressed up with 
gleanings from the muddy brain of a 
pedant without genius, who considers the 
sputtering forth Latin quotations to be a 
proof of his deep erudition. 

He has not yet told us where lay his 
loyalty, and where reposed his mighty 
caye for the morality of the people who 
have been poisoned with your nostrums 
for, the last five years without observation 
from this giant of literature. No, he 
" has neither lime nor inclination to 
search your retrospects through and 
through," much less the time or ability 
to. answer or refute the matter they con- 
tain. Alas for our country .' The sage 
Crito has given up the task of censor of 
the press, and all the nostrums which 
have hitherto been vended by the Belfast 
Magazine will be allowed by hira to pass 
without castigation, refutation, or even 
reading ; unless perhaps at some future 
period, the corpse of some Orangeman 
may be raised from his grave, which 
may once' more call forth the powers of 
oirr friend Domine Felii. 

Of the last Retrospect, however, he has 
thought proper to take some notice, but 
in that he has beet) as unlucky as on other 
occasions. He attacks the position, that 
" from Caesar to the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and downward to the present 
day, he has always acquired the reputation 
of the greatest general, who has been the 
most prodigal of human blood." This 
Crito has impugned in bis usual manner, 
not by attempting to. prove its fallacy, but 
by getting iitto bis accustomed mode of 
fircing- (applications whicji the subject 
■will not bear. He says " Let that epi- 



thet be pronounced against the insatia- 
ble ambition of the ruthless tyrant; let 
it be attributed to those who could calnw 
ly sit down in. their closets, and excite 
their fellow countrymen to treason and 
rebellion ; let it be levelled against the 
dark and gloomy ascetic, who, with foul 
machinations and insidious, designs, could 
lead his fellow subjects to the brink of 
the precipice, and afterwards desert them 
in the hour of danger, and shrink from 
the face of the storm which he himself 
had raised." In all this 1 most heartily 
agree with him, and say with sincerity, 
so let it be ; but 1 would carry ihe 
matter a little farther, and tread on 
ground upon which he seems timorous 
to touch. i would apply the epithet 
to the man who would stand up as a 
preacher of the gospel of pence, and 
instead of inculcating on his hearers the 
doctrines of good will and loving kindness, 
among men of atl persuasions, preaches 
the doctrines of bigotry and. intolerance. 
The preacher who could send tliem forth 
with rancour and blot-d in their hearts 
against harmless and unoffending people, 
and who on the same day tljat they have at- 
tended at a service dedicated to the com- 
mon father of all, have on their return 
home, carried fire and sword into the 
peaceful dwellings of those who were guil- 
ty of no crime but not pretending to wor- 
ship God as those Myrmidons affected to 
believe the only true mode. 1 would ap,- 
ply the epithet to the incendiary who 
could take advantage of the ferocious pas- 
sions of an Orange m>'b, aud under pre- 
tence of religion ai»d loyalty, eicite theni 
to murder, rob, bum, and destroy inno- 
cent and inoffensive msn, women, aud 
children, for <*» other reason than that 
they worshipped God. according to their 
consciences ; to the educated .savage, who 
would nor '* leav« tud wretches whom 
he had brought to tiin brink of the pre- 
cipice," but who wotijd siaod by and en- 
courage them in the work of slaughter, 
and, like an infernal fiend, glut his eyes 
with the destruction of the lives and pro- 
perties of those who had in no way 
offended him ; to such raea I would apply 
the epithet of being prodigal of human 
blood. 

Through this last production of yoqr 
adversary Crito, I have in vain looked 
for some kind of defence, of his favourite 
Editor ; some kind of refutation of the 
charges insinuated against him by " An 
irishman" in your last Magazine - x but 
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not a single sentence has he introduced in 
reply to those charges. From this cir- 
cumstance, aided to the profound silence 
preserved by the Editor himself, t must 
conclude (hat they are unanswerable. 
To wha< * predicament has this unfortu- 
nate nun reduced himself ! U be sure 
that his friend Crito will make up to him 
the loss he will sustain by his forfeiture 
of all claims on public opinion ? Is he sb 
well paid for the insertion of Grito's tacit- 
brationt-as to indemnify hiih for the loss 
of the character of his paper with those 
on whose support he has hitherto depen- 
ded i Does he think that the profits 
arising from advertisements will be made 
up to him by 'the insertion of legends of 
the saints, remarkable days in the different 
months, aud luminous and learned essays 
from Crito aad Phdo-crito ? It is no 
business of mine, jpentlemen,; but. I fear 
he has felt most sensibly already that a lit- 
tle more respect to public (Jpjhioh Woufd 
have served his Wertfct more than attach- 
ing hi&setf to * perishing faction, Which 
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is more in the habit of taiitg 
giving. 

I have this moment seen the News- 
Letter of the 22d inst. Our sapwmt Edi- 
tor recommends that the white cockade 
should be . wora to-day to make u;i 
for the want of ^eft-ringing.. I hope tt:e 
people wiuVbe wise enough to perceive 
the snake in the gra,ss, and that they 
will (Jay ho atteutiontb the -ir&id'uras ad- 
vice. The country is already enough dre- 
traeted by parties ; Orange and; Antj- 
Orange are curae enough to us, without 
encreasing those distinctive aufks pf ^ar- 
ty, which may give rise to another division 
of the people. But it is astonishing to me 
how this /ojifl/ Editor and his Orange 
friends catt recommend to be worn an 
insignia which was formerly cuasidsred a 
mark of J'acobitism, that none but aa 
adherent or secret friend to the h^me of 
Stuart would have displayed. But won- 
ders will never cease. 

•Jy)K0ftfiilTJ», 

jsp>u ee» i«i3. 
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POLITICAL *rettts hate oocur- 
red, so : rnortierttoo* in their n4- 
tore, that they' still retain tte live- 
ly impression of the present, and, as 
j/ti, are scarcely removable to that 
distance, which admits of reflective 
retrospect. They arrest the whole 
attention, an* vn doing so, suspend 
all operatmn* of the irrt#ll«rt> for, in 
a state in •wltWlv wtfAre «*l eyes «nd 
ears, all gaze arid W9tider k the mind 
is, as it we**, ■• abroad, or, at least, 
kjses its power of Watwferrtng itself 
from the spectecle of the present* to 
past causes, or tn foture eonsei|iiea> 
ices. DririkWater, i* his adedunt of 
the siege of Gibraltar, relates, that 
when the bombs or lighted shells 
were seen in the air, the spectators 
pfcffectry etiabte to ascertain their 
direction, frdttt thedartling rapidity 
of the descent, stood, as if petrified 
to the aput, without snoring in the 



least degree* backward ot forward, 
to one sidfe ot the other; arid, tbtrs, 
it is, that the late high find 'ifMtga 
events-, these "cas/us reratis" of the 
political horizon, fts the philosopher 
and the vulgar in the same state of 
astonishment, and the same incapa- 
bility of reflexion. 

The rap tare of the negotiation for 
peace, Which appears to have b«i»n 
carried oh by both parties, as a ruse 
de gHerre ; the sudden and success- 
ful advance of the allied armies* after 
a rrtovertient of Bonaparte, iitexph- 
cableexcept from tbw couscib«? i i)esi 
of a fcrce totally deficient, anii an 
endeavour to recruit it by the re- 
sources viiat still remained in tins ar- 
mies- of his generals, oa the fron- 
tiers ; the defeat of tha armed force 
which guarded Paris; fhe consequent 
capiiulsttifin of th3t capital which U 
reeommferided to the gtnerotity of .he 



